
CONNECTING PEOPLE,  ART & NATURE



Located on 10 acres of oak woodlands near  
Julian, California, this tranquil complex of studios, 

courtyards, and meeting rooms sets the stage for your 
group’s creativity and interaction.



FIND YOURSELF…
Ilan-Lael was built as an artist’s 
love letter to his family, a place 
of comfort and creativity, with 
freedom to explore ideas and 
participate in self-discovery. 

We invite our visitors to 
experience the same and see how 
Iife-changing Ilan-Lael can be.



ILAN-LAEL CENTER
An inspiring venue for memorable 
events, the Center features a 
sheltered courtyard surrounded by a 
large central meeting room, kitchen, 
rooftop deck, indoor/outdoor wood-
burning fireplace, and a greenhouse-
style connecting space. 

“I have always wanted 
the Center to be used for 
important work. Bridging 
differences, dreaming big 
dreams, or inspiring people 
through art and nature.” 
—James Hubbell



The Ilan-Lael Center has flexible 
spaces to host everything from 
meetings and executive retreats to 
team-building, art activities, mini-
concerts, dancing, and outdoor 
dining. The meeting room has 
internet, an HDMI-ready monitor, 
DVD player, kitchenette, sideboard, 
and fireplace. 



THE STUDIOS
Ilan-Lael features workshops where art is made.  
With a stained-glass studio, a forge, mosaic 
tile shed, kiln, and design space, Hubbell Studios 
immerse visitors in spaces that 
encourage creativity and  
reveal the fascinating  
world of studio artist.

The Big Studio is a large 
multi-function space 
completed in 1965. 



In 1982, James built this
small drafting studio. Its sustainable 
design features large out-facing 
window/doors to utilize the sun’s 
warmth for winter heating, and admit 
cooling breezes in summer.

Hand-made architectural 
embellishments mirror the natural 
world that surrounds us.



THE GALLERIES
Two galleries on the property 
showcase the sculpture 
of James Hubbell within 
unusual buildings that 
blend his artistic mediums 
into cohesive, playful and 
functional spaces.

The walls of Kiva Gallery 
are of salvaged adobe and 
fired brick, and the roof is 
covered with handmade tile 
from Tecate, Mexico. “ Kiva” 
comes from the light-colored 
tile in the center of the floor—
similar to Hopi kivas where 
light streams down from a 
central  
opening above.



CHAPEL
A destination for solo reflection or a group 
gathering, the chapel looks as far westward as the 
Pacific Ocean. Hubbell’s stained glass windows 
grace hundreds of homes and churches throughout 
San Diego — and far beyond.

Thirteen students spent 
three weeks constructing 
this open-air structure. 
Embraced by its
quiet beauty, one can enjoy 
striking views of sunsets, 
Palomar Mountain and 
Volcan Mountain.



GARDENS
Our gardens are the place-between, connecting 
human spaces with the wild native landscapes 
that surround us. Bursting with color and life,  
they are places to wander and reflect amid  
Hubbell artwork and nature’s  
boisterous and   
captivating beauty.

The Passage Garden 
provides seasonal organic 
vegetables, stone fruit, and 
herbs along with a jumble 
of native and cultivated 
flowers to add that special 
touch to your event.



THE GROUNDS
Ilan-Lael was built as the Hubbells’ 
family home, and as such features 
amenities like a pool with spa, hiking 
trails, outdoor seating, and dining 
areas all with sweeping views of artful 
architecture, peaceful valleys and 
mountain vistas.



Throughout the property 
the power of creativity 
and expression of human 
spirit serve as inspiration 
for visitors and patrons of 
retreats and workshops.



THE BOYS’ HOUSE
This habitable sculpture for children was 
built in the 1970s. The amorphic space 
reveals surprises around every corner: 
birds emerge on swirling floor tiles, 
while stained glass creates a constantly 
changing play of light.



A penultimate example 
of James’s work in many 
materials, the Boys’ House is 
now known internationally as 
one of the great examples of 
“organic architecture.” Touring 
this habitat is a highlight of 
visiting Ilan-Lael.



RUSTIC YET REFINED
The original family home is 
comprised of inviting spaces 
with natural exteriors.Indoors 
handmade accents and 
furnishings that exude comfort 
and creativity.



FOUNDERS 
James Hubbell is the principal creative force behind  
Ilan-Lael. He and his wife Anne Hubbell are the co-
founders of Ilan-Lael. Anne is a musician, folk dancer, and 
writer. James is an artist, architectural designer, poet, 
jeweler, sculptor, and designer in metal, wood, stained 
glass, and tile. He has taught students of architecture and 
design throughout the world.

Learn more about James Hubbell

https://ilanlaelfoundation.org/about/james-hubbells-work/


ILAN-LAEL IS AVAILABLE FOR

Executive Retreats
Creative Retreats and Workshops

Healing Retreats
Private Tours 



EXECUTIVE RETREATS

Ilan-Lael, an artistic treasure and 
historic landmark, is a stunning venue 
for memorable events. It’s a tranquil 
place where nature and art set the 
stage for creativity and interaction.

Offering business support and 
immersion activities in art, nature, and 
environment, we invite you to reserve 
our space and put beauty, art, and 
nature to work to further your goals.



HEALING RETREATS
Ilan-Lael, our nature and art-filled home, 
is widely recognized as a transformational 
setting where beauty and tranquility 
soothe the mind and heal the soul. 

Art and nature are proven therapeutics 
and Ilan-Lael is the ideal location to 
connect with both. 

Rest, relax, and re-charge in our 
inspirational surroundings.



CREATIVE SPACE & 
WORKSHOPS
Ilan-Lael provides a tranquil space 
where nature and art set the stage for 
inspiration and interaction, or healing 
introspection and self-discovery. 

Working side by side with accomplished 
artists and craftspeople who are also 
accomplished instructors, workshop 
participants discover their own talents — 
no matter what level of experience they 
have in the arts. The hours pass quickly, 
accompanied by mountain breezes 
through open windows, and the music  
of birdsongs from the gardens.



THE ILAN-LAEL CENTER

• Retreat & Conference  
SpaceMeeting Room  
Indoor and outdoor fireplace, 
wireless internet, HDMI-ready 
monitor, DVD player, sound 
system, kitchenette  
and sideboard.

• Courtyard, Atrium,  
Fountain and Terrace  
Amphitheater seating for  
50 around the courtyard is 
perfect for talks, performances, 
and dancing, outdoor dining. 
Terrace  offers pastoral and 
mountain views. 

• Kitchen / Dining Area  
and Business Center  
Small catering kitchen with 
additional dining area for  
small group dining or meetings. 
Business Center available  
for WIFI, printing, faxing  
and meetings.

• Mosaic Studio 
Space available for creative 
retreat activity or additional 
meeting areas.

THROUGHOUT  
THE GROUNDS

• Art Studios 
Working studios incude a 
blacksmith shop, stained-glass, 
mosaic tile, and painting space, 
and are available for classes and 
workshops.

• Grounds & Natural Areas 
Access to outdoor areas include 
a swimming pool, spa, vegetable, 
herb and cut flower gardens, 
walking paths, chapel quiet 
space, sculpture gardens, hiking 
trails, view points, picnic tables, 
small and large gathering areas.

• The Boys’ House  
An iconic, intimate meeting 
space available for select use, 
ideal for small group discussions 
and overnight stays.

Reserve our space and put 
beauty, art, and natural 
surroundings to work as  
you further your goals. 

Call us to schedule your  
event at 760-765-3427
For more information visit 
IlanLaelFoundation.org  
or email us at  
info@ilanlaelfoundation.orgTHE ILAN-LAEL CENTER
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Virtual Open House Tour available online

Connecting People, Art & Nature

https://ilanlaelfoundation.org/visit/virtial-open-house-and-tours/


WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU SOON!

ilanlaelfoundation.org
info@ilanlaelfoundation.org
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